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Portsmouth, Virginia 
October 20, 1955 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I have just finished reading “God Will Hold 
Us Responsible” by Dr. Cousar. Yes, I share 
the feeling that we are satisfied with the things 
that are sec-nd best, this has been a burden 
on my heart for a long time and I am so thank- 
ful for the invitation to join with you in united 
intercessory prayer. 


We have a Weman’s Prayer group meeting in 
our church cn Tuesday mornings and I feel sure 
some of them will want to join me in cooperat- 
ing in every way possible. 


Thanking you for inspiration, enlightenment, © 


and all the good things that the Journal has 
brought into my life. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs. Wm.) Enid L. Knox 


PP PP OPP ODP 


MDITORIALS : 
I Am Ashamed of the Gospel 


Could this possibly be true for any Christian, 
for any Sunday School worker, Circle Bible 
Teacher, preacher, missionary or other leader? 
The acid test is, what do we do with this gospel 
we profess. We may eloquently proclaim our 
faith in the New Testament evangel as we 
speak publicly, but do we eagerly and con- 
sistently apply it to the needy persons all around 
us? This, in the end, is the proof of our con- 
victions and the tangible evidence of our con- 
fidence in God’s Redeeming power in_ Jesus 
Christ. 
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Let us be honest with curselves. Let us not 
admit a little bit of indifference or carelessness 
on our part, but rather our cold, crass un- 
belief. If we were rewriting Romans 1:16 would 
we not be more henest if we candidly said, “TI 
am ashamed of the gospel of Christ and [I sin- 
cerely doubt if it is truly the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth.” 


These hard things we are suggesting are but 
an effort cn our own part to make some awful 
confessions. We have the feeling that had we 
believed in the Gospel with all our heart, as 
we professed to do, cur whole ministry would 
have been different. We thought we believed 
the gospel through the years, but, ACTUALLY 
WE DID NOT. 


We are reminded cf the sad confession of 
a retired minister, made a few years ago in 
our presence. He said, “It troubles me that I 
cannot point to a single individual that I am 
sure found Christ because of my work.” We 
do not believe this is by any means typical of 
our ministers, nor would we even infer it for 
cne moment. We do feel, nenetheless, that if 
all Christian workers burned with a warm ccn- 
viction about the gospel, the whole story would 
be different. 


There was a man of the first century, Saul 
of Tarsus, later called Paul, who was not 
ashamed. His ringing declaration in the first of 
Romans to that effect was backed up by the 
record, “I have fully preached the Gospel from 
Jerusalem round about unto Illyricum.” He 
was too restless to confine his delivery of the 
“Greatest Story Ever Told,” to the marketplaces 
and the streets, but literally stalked game for 
Jesus Christ on board every ship and in every 
house. He looked up sinners right where they 
were. Concerning his ministry at Ephesus we 
read, “And have taught you publicly, and from 
house to house, testifying both to Jews and 
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also to Greeks, repentance toward cha and REC 


Apostle to the Gentiles, longing that 


toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 20:20). , /he might succeed in his great mission of world 
Fearlessly, tirelessly, everywhere he confr d /’ evangelism, said, on more occasions than one, 
men with the gospel witness. ; cs hren pray for us,” “And for me that 


David Brainerd, missionary to the ‘Indians, 
wrote in his diary December 3lst, 1745, “Spent 
some hours this day in visiting my people from 
house to house, and conversing with them about 
their spiritual concerns; endeavoring to press 
upon Christless souls the necessity of a renova- 
tion of heart; and scarce left a house without 
leaving some or other of its inhabitants in tears, 
appearing solicitously engaged to obtain an in- 
terest in Christ.” 


Does your record and mine stack up at all 
with this? May we say something that sounds 
shocking? How about throwing away your 
prayer list for a while and going to see those 
hard bitten, red-handed, stubborn sinners in 
your community? How about confronting them 
with the magnificent drama of redemption? 
Doubtless they haven’t heard lately about your 
peerless Friend and Saviour called Jesus. They 
are sleeping the sleep of eternal death right 
before your eyes and you are shortchanging them 
by withholding the gospel. They are not com- 
ing to church. You will have to look them up. 


The writer is no one to condemn others. His 
own soul has been recently stabbed awake by 
this compelling thought. Prayer lists for the 
unsaved is not the big thing of the New Testa- 
ment. Rather, it is WITNESS, WITNESS, 
WITNESS and more spirit-given grace and 
power for this God-given pressing responsibility. 
Open your Bibles at the fourth of Acts. That 
relatively small group of Christians in Jeru- 
salem was hounded to death. Their backs were 
to the wall. It was now or never. They had 
been threatened by the powers that be to shut 
up. They had every reason to quickly develop 
a long prayer list and then keep quiet. They 
could wait until things were better. Read and 
see what they did. Their prayer and what hap- 
pened is a thrilling story. Did they beg for 
their safety and the conversion of their enemies? 
NO! After exalting Jesus as Lord of all they 
cried out, ‘““And now, Lord, behold their threat- 
enings and grant unto thy servants, that with 
ALL BOLDNESS they may SPEAK Thy word.” 
(Acts 4:29) Verse 31 tells of the shaking room, 
but equally important, or more so, it says, “And 


| they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 


they spake the word with BOLDNESS.” 


utterance may be given unto me that I may 
open my mouth boldly to make known the mys- 
tery of the gospel.” There were doubtless thou- 
sands in the Graeco-Roman world that were 
praying for this intrepid soldier of the cross. 
They prayed for Him that His tongue might 
be loosed and His spirit fired in setting forth 
the glad evangel of redemption. 


Do we not need today a fresh enthusiasm for 
the message of salvation, a profound belief in 
its power to transform human beings, bring- 
ing souls from darkness to life? Paul, as he 
marched into Corinth, the most wicked city 
of that day, seemed to be armed with one superb 
conviction. “I determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified, 
—I was with you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling,—but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power.” It seemed to work 
for him in that day and surely it will work 
even now. 


God works when, where and how His Spirit 
pleases. The visible results are not all the 
same in every place. But, nonetheless, they can 
be counted on if you and I will boldly pro- 
claim the gospel not only in the pulpit and 
in the classroom, but from house to house. We 
have a firm conviction that a resurgence of 
faith in the message of the cross backed up by 
the prayers of God’s people, will bring in a 
new day for His church even now. 


May he burn with an unquenchable flame as 
he testifies concerning an ageless gospel to a 
dying world bludgeoned and beaten down by 
Satan’s power, 


O make Thy church dear Saviour a lamp of 
purest gold, 

To bear before the nations Thy true light 
as of old. 

O teach Thy wandering pilgrims their path 
at last to trace, 

Till clouds and sunshine ended they see 
Thee face to face. — R.W.C. 
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The Exclusive Christ 


The distinguished historian, Prof. Arnold 
Toynbee, has recently delivered a series of lec- 
tures at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York. 


Time magazine, reporting on these addresses 
in its November 14th issue, quotes Dr. Toynbee 
as follows: “One can believe that one has re- 
ceived revelation without necessarily believing 
he has received exclusive revelation. Exclusive- 
mindedness is one of the most fatal sins 
the sin of pride . . . I suggest that we recognize 
all higher religions as revelations of what is 
good and right. 


Under an Associated Press date line of Nov. 
10th, George W. Cornell, usual writer of news 
releases for the National Council of Churches, 
devotes an entire newspaper column to an in- 
terview with Dr. Townbee. 


Among the many revealing quotations is the 
following: “A major flowering of religious 
s, he said, probably will not come in its 
present divided form, but will bring Western 
Christiahity\into recognizing its kinship with 
other great and é valid religions.” 


In the eyes of the werld Arnold Toynbee 
rates as the greatest living historian. But for 
that fact such statements would be ignored. 


Unfortunately, we are living in a world where 
spiritual illiteracy exists in high places and 
where many, without biblical background, ac- 
cept the words of men, rather than the revealed 
truths of God. For that reason Dr. Toynbee’s 
remarks are calculated to confuse the unwary, 
striking as they do at the very heart of the 
Christian religion. 


It is not “pride” which asserts that Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Son of God, is man’s only 
hope, both for this life and also for that to 
come. 


Yas not been “pride” which has called 
men and women to go to the far places of the 
earth to fulfil their Lord’s command: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 


It is not “pride” which leads men to stand 
in the pulpits of the world and proclaim the 
unsearchable riches of God’s love and grace, 
along with His righteousness and justice, all 
combined in the great central fact of history— 
the Cross of Jesus Christ. 


The Christian religion is utterly intolerant. 
There is no other way. This does not mean that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be preached 
in an offensive manner, but, it must be preached 
exclusively, for it is man’s only way of redemp- 
tion. 
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Christians do not take this position arbitrarily 
but rather because there is no alternative. 


Jesus said: “J am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh to the Father, but hy 
me.” 

John the Baptist said: “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be. 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 


Peter said: “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved. 


Paul said: “For there is one God, and one § 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” 


The Christian has no alternative than to 
be. so far as Christ is concerned, “exclusive- 
minded.”” While Dr. Toynbee regards this as 
“pride” and “sin,” to think otherwise is to deny 
the Lord Who bought us. 


Many of us have seen the blighting effect 
of these “other and equally valid religions” 
cf which he speaks, and to have them compared 
with Christ and His redemptive work - the 
heart of the Christian faith - shows an abysmal 
ignorance and a lack of spiritual perception 
which is pathetic. 


Even within the Church there are those who 
have advocated such a synthesis of the religions 
(“taking the best from each’), but all who are 
guilty of such inane folly show how little they 
know of Christ Himself. 


“Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where 
is the disbuter of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world? 


“For after that in the wisdom of God_ the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foelishness of preaching to save them 
that belheve,” —L.N.B. 


The Delayed Providences of God 


When Jacob saw the blood-soaked coat of 
his son, Joseph, he, in Oriental fashion, tore 
his clothes and sat down in sorrow crying out: 
“T will go down into the grave unto my son 
mourning.” 


Years pass. Jacob’s sons return from Egypt 
with food but also with the ultimatum that 
Benjamin be sent down to meet the governor. 
To this Jacob cries out: “Me have ye bereaved 
of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon 1s 
not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these 
things are against me.” 
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But, in the providence of God these things 
were not “against” Jacob; rather they, were 
working out for the saving of countless lives 
and for a glorious reunion with the son he had 
thought dead these many years. 


In the subsequent revealing of himself to 
his brethren Joseph reiterated four different 
times that this whole thing was of God, a part 
of His loving plan and purpose. 


Yet later, when father and son were united, 
amid tears of joy and thanksgiving the aged 
Jacob said: “Now let me die, since I have seen 
thy face, because thou art yet alive,’ but God 
still had many years of happiness reserved for 
him before he died. 


Limited as we are by time, circumstances and 
conditions we are inclined to be impatient when 
God’s ways seem different from those we would 
plan, or when He does not order events accord- 
ing to our schedule. 


Instead of being impatient we should thank 
God for His delayed providences. God knows 
what is best. Who are we to fret because the 
infinite and loving Heavenly Father’s time- 
table does not coincide with our own. 


The phrase: “I know not what the future 
holds, but I know Who holds. the future,’ is 
one of abiding truth. 


The delayed providences of God are never 
evidences of His indifference, rather they are 
comforting proof that He knows best. 


“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on 
the Lord.” —L.N.B. 


Events 


The present age’s peculiar penchant, - the 
theological fad, is to cry “events.” The whole 
short story is that revelation is in events, We 
see Bishop Temple referred to, - the Gifford 
Lectures of 1934. We hear Kierkegaard called 
up. We tune in on Ritschl. It is Barth and 
Brunner and a mighty galaxy of present day 
luminaries. (We don’t want to be impolite: 
we mention only the far-away and the dead.) 


Events, historical facts, deeds, events, events, 
all, everywhere, every-time and _ every-when: 
events. Not words, not even thoughts, not ideas, 
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nor writers, nor books, nor stories: just events. 
And the “brek-e-kek-kex; ko-ax, ko-ax,” is for- 
ever “events.”” No revelation anywhere else: 
here and here only: events.* ‘The savants have 
spcken: Events! 


But with one accord they deny themselves 
and back-track on the first event or series of 
events in Scripture and in history, and also on 
the second, viz., creation and the fall. These, 
the greatest of all events so far as the human 
formicary is concerned, they deny. They call 
them myths, or even with generous condescen- 
sion as in gesture to the credulity of common 
folk, “true” myths. 


Now these events are on the same plane as 
many if not most others of the events recorded 
in the Bible: same authority, same Book, same 
sane presentation, same arguments, attested 
both in Old Testament and in New. So why 
the difference? You say, patronizingly, that 
Christianity can be substantiated, and revealed 
Religion defended, on similar grounds and by 
the same scientific procedures as any other sub- 
ject; also that the data of our Religion is 
equally valid as those of other sciences. Here 
then is your data, your fundamental data, your 
earliest data, equally valid and as true as any 
other, and perhaps more so, - certainly more 
than any other accounts. Yet you leave it out! 
You deny it! You say that here is only myth. 
How then do you know this? It is certainly 
not by science. We'll answer: it is by guess. It 
is your opinion. It does not comport with your 
idea of what is reasonable and credible. So, 
“out the window it must go,” as the Y.P. sing. 


This then is it, is it not? that you don’t really 
believe in even the events of Scripture, but only 
in some events, that is to say, in those events 
which in your judgment, could have occurred, 
or those which you cannot well deny and keep 
your standing as scholars. Your own allies 
“twice removed” cnce denied Abraham as _ his- 
torical, and the Exode, and the generalship of 
Moses, the sojourn in Egypt, and the Captivity 
under Pharaoh. But you, you believe these 
events: they are indubitable now. They can- 
not well be denied, in the light of discoveries 
since Messrs. J]. Wellhausen and Co. But you 
believe these events, not because they are in 
the Bible, but because you are forced to accept 
them despite their being in the Bible! Such is 
our impression, at least. And you say: Do I 
not believe in inspiration? Do I not conform 
to orthodox requirements? Do I not accept rev- 
elation? Do I not hold the Book sacred? You 
say it; but the Bible for you is not the inerrant 
Word of God: far from it! In your eyes it is 
a man-made conglomerate, some of which _ is 
acceptable to the scholarly mind and discrim- 
inating judgment of the upper four hundred, 
when your Geiger-counter jumps, but all of 
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which—pitchblende!—must_ be sifted through 
the sieve of proud human brains before any 
pessible uranium of pure and unquestioned 
truth can be pronounced genuine and credible. 


Events, screened events at that; and this is 
revelation! What pray you do you do with 
the Scripture: “The words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit and they are life’? And 
what with, “Thus saith the Lord’? And with: 
“The word cf salvation is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, that if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved ...”? We know what you 
do with them. (These are rhetorical questions.) 
But we don’t like it. We hold you are wrong, 
and that you are leading those who _ believe 
what you say, away from the Word of God. 
We call this heresy. We think also that we 
have the Spirit of God. At any rate, the events 
and the eventuation are in His hands. Mean- 
time, we hold—with the Presbyterian creed— 
to the Bible, - the whole Bible, as the WORD 
OF GOD WRITTEN! More anon. R.F.G. 


*Bp. Temple, Gifford, Lects. No. XII]: “There 


is no such thing as revealed truth.” 


A Hebrew Burial Custom 


This is the title of a brief article in the 1955 
issue of vertschrift fuer die Alttestamentliche 
Wissenschaft by Professor G. R. Driver of Ox- 
ford. The article deals with the meaning of the 
Hebrew words translated burneth or burned 
in Amos 6.10 R. V. and I Samuel 31.12-13. Such 
translation seems to give biblical precedent, 
at least in extreme cases, for disposal of bodies 
after death by burning. Dr. Driver shows, how- 
ever, that “the Hebrews were known not to 
have burned their dead.” They rejected crema- 
tion “as an Egyptian custom,” Tacitus Hist. 
v.5. Indeed their sages held “that cremation 
was an idolatrous practice,’ Mishn. AZ 1.3. The 
indignity of public execution was heightened 
by burning the bodies of the criminal victims, 
Josh 7.25; cp Isa.30.33. Burning the body of 
even an Edomite king was reprobated (Am.2.1) . 
Dr. Driver finds that the Hebrew word has not 
been correctly translated; that the root is rather 
to be found in a Samaritan variation used once 
in the Pentateuch and meaning there, as in 
the Arabic and the Syrian, to anoint with resin. 
Thus in both the cases mentioned the bodies 
of the deceased were not burned, but anointed 
with aromatic spices according to the custom 
of the Jews, cl. Mk.16.1; Lk.24.1. W.C.LR. 
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Thoughts From Psalm 119 

Twenty-first Division : SCHIN : Verses 161- 
168 : Key-verse 165 : “Great peace have they 
which love thy law’: Key-word : PEACE. Jesus 
said to His disciples; “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you” (John 14:27). We 
sing: 

“Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 

The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” 


And Paul tells-us of the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding which shall keep, 
(guard) our hearts in Christ Jesus, for “He 
is our Peace.” There is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked. There are those who cry, Peace, 
Peace, when there is no peace. Only ONE WAY 
lor us to have peace in our hearts; only ONE 
WAY to have peace in this war-torn and 
troubled world. 


I. There will be Peace in our Hearts when 
we surrender our hearts to the ‘‘Prince of Peace.” 


Peace between us and God; we are reconciled 
to God through Christ. See If Corinthians 
5:18-21 where Paul makes this very plain. He 
closes his statement thus, “For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.” 


Peace of Conscience : Our sins are forgiven; 
He says to us, as He said to others, “Go in peace, 
and sin no more.” 


Peace in the midst of Sorrow, Separation, Be- 
reavement; with our loved ones far away on 
earth, or in Heaven. 


Peace in Suffering and Pain and Disease come 
upon us. 


Peace when you come to the River of Death, 
lor He is with us. 


II. There will be Peace in the World, when 
He is on the Throne. 


This is the sum and substance of the glorious 
Promises so prominent in the Book of Isaiah, 
where we are given beautiful pictures of that 
blessed time. 


Paul speaks of the time when every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess. (see Isaiah 
15:23; Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:9-11) 


This is the Glorious Vision that we get as 
we read the Book of Revelation which tells 
us of the Victory of the Lamb, and we see Him 
on the Throne. 
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The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 
By Edwin H Rian 

Edward O. Guerrant 


By J. Gray McAllister and 


Grace Owings Guerrant 


Our Lord __ _. $3.00 
By Wm. Childs. D.D. 
Who Say Ye That I Am 
Wm. Childs Sichincon, D. D. 
Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ—The Hope of Glory. $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Knowing The Scriptures 
By A. T. Pierson 
Kove 
By A. T. Pierson 
Lord of Glory - 
By B. B. Warfield 
By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
Pilgrims Progress — 
By John Bunyan 
Does God Answer Prayer 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


God Transcendent and 


Other Sermons 
By Gresham Machen 


Opening Doors __ 
By R. G. McLees, D. D. 


Christianity and Existentialism 3.00 
By J. M. Spier 


Order From 


THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after bei — of Pg New bio- 

graphical edition. A monumen has been for 

nearly two centuries without an berate yo is to Bible 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyt 
Weaverville ... No 
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Carolina 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 


in Day by Day 

Sunday, November 27, Genesis 28:10-22. Jacob 
is fleeing from his brother Esau whom he has 
deceived (27:18-26). Since Jacob is to be the 
recipient of the Divine blessing (25:23,29-34) 
it is to him that the Lord reveals Himself in 
28:10-22. Describe the circumstances of this 
Revelation. How does God identify Himself 
(v.13)? List the promises He makes to Jacob 
(vv.13-15). How have the promises of vv.13-14 
come true? What were Jacob’s initial reactions 
upon awaking (vv.16-18)? Would these have 
been your reactions? What did Jacob vow he 
would do (vv.21-22) if the promise of v.15 
proved true? What do you see in Jacob of 
the fear of God? of faith in His promise? of 
dedication to God? Has God been faithful to 
you in the promise of v.15? How similar is 
your dedication to that of Jacob’s in v.22? 


Monday, November 28, Luke 17:11-19. Ac- 
cording to Jewish Law (Leviticus 13:45-56) lep- 
ers were to live apart from other people (v.12). 
What do you imagine an average day in a 
leper’s life was like? Do you detect a forlorn, 
despairing note in their cry (v.13)? What does 
their cry to Jesus indicate of their feeling toward 
Him (v.13)? Are you the kind of person to 
whom the down and out look for help? What 
process were the lepers instructed to go through 
to be healed? Why do you suppose only one 
gave thanks for such a marvelous transforma- 
tion (v.15)? What was significant about him 
(vv.16b,18)? Do you think it likely that some 
despised person in your community outside 
the church would show more love for Christ 
than you if the Lord should come your way? 
Why? 

Tuesday, November 29, Matthew 14:13-21. 
Notice the two set-backs Jesus had received 
prior to this incident (13:53-14:12). Why did 
he have such a poor reception in his home 
town (13:53-58)? What effect might the death 
of His kinsman and forerunner, John the 
Baptist, have had on him (14:1-12)? Is v. 13 
a natural reaction? What do you see in Jesus 
in His concern for the people that makes Him 
unusual (vv.13-19) ? How is He mindful of both 
their spiritual and physical needs? Would you 
have had the concern for the welfare of others 
under similar circumstances? Would your re- 
action have been one of compassion or annoy- 
ance? By what means did Christ find succor 
in time of need (v.23)? Does God enable you 
to act with the same selflessness with which 
Jesus acted in times of distress? 

Wednesday, November 30, Matthew 25:34-40. 
Jesus Christ is a King. He came to the world 
the first time to suffer, but He is coming the 
second time to reign (vv.31-32). Along with 
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this passage (vv.31-45) read Revelation 19:11-16 
and 20:11-21:4. How do the passages in Revela- 
tion intensify and enlarge the scene in Matthew: 
Are the same basic events pictured? How does 
Matthew 25:31-45 emphasize the place of the 
individual on the great day? How do the Revela- 
tion passages present the over-all picture? Do 
you realize that some day you will stand before 
the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-12) and 
be rewarded according to what you have done 
(Matthew 25:34-36,41-43) ? In which group will 
you be (Matthew 25:32-33) What will be the 
degree of your reward (v.34) ? 


Thursday, December 1, Romans 12:1-8. Glance 
through Romans 12:3-21 and 3:10-18 noticing 
the startling contrast between the behavior ol 
the Christian and the non-Christian. How does 
Paul describe our condition prior to our con- 
version (3:10-18)? How does this description 
compare to Romans 12:1-2? How does Romans 
12:1-2 account for the change in the behavior 
of the Christian? What word in 12:1 describes 
an attribute of God that is in direct contrast 
to sin? What concept does I Corinthians 6:19-20 
draw of the Christian’s body? Christ offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for your sins (Hebrews 
10:5-7,12). Are you willing to present yourself 
as a living sacrifice to serve Him with whatever 
gift and talents He may have given you (vv.4-8) ? 


Friday, December 2, II Timothy 1:3-14, What 
is the content of the message which Paul 
preaches (vv.9-10)? What is the authority that 
Paul has been given to preach the Gospel (vv.1, 
11)? What is the source of this authority 
(vv.1,2,14)? What confidence does Paul have 
in this source (v.12)? What is his own response 
to his mission (v.12)? Notice how often he ex- 
pressed his dependence on the Lord (vv.1,8b, 
13b,14b). How was Paul’s confidence and faith 
a help to Timothy (vv.7,8,13,14) ? How is it 
a help to you? Do you recognize the source and 
the greatness of your salvation? What is your 
response in terms of service? Do you depend 
on God's strength and grace as you serve Him? 


Saturday, December 3, II Corinthians 5:14-21. 
According to vv.14-15 what basic change comes 
about in a person’s life when he becomes a 
Christian? How should a Christian’s attitude 
toward Christ be different from that of an 
ordinary “human” point of view (v.16)? This 
change can take place because of what happens 
in v.17. Is this new nature a product of the 
old or does it come from a source beyond our- 
selves (v.18)? What basic motivation is pre- 
sented for accepting and serving Christ (vv.14, 
15,21)? Notice the great responsibility Chris- 
tians are given in v.19b. Does v.21 present a 
motive strong enough to constrain you to carry 
out this responsibility? Do you think of your- 
self as having the mission of ambassador for 
Christ (v.20) or are your main concerns still 
centered around yourself (v.15) ? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Meaning Of Discipleship 


Background Scripture: Luke 9:7-62 
Devotional Reading: Mark 10:35-45 


Those who were following Jesus had some very erroneous ideas about the Meaning of Disciple- 
ship: ‘This is shown in a striking way in the incident given in our Devotional Reading. James 
and John came to Jesus with the request that they be given the places of honor, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left, in the coming Kingdom. They were under the impression, seem- 
ingly, that the Kingdom of God was a sort of political organization in which places of distinction 


were to be given to certain “favorites,” and 
as “the sons of Zebedee,” they were entitled 
to these places. This was the common practice, 
of course, among the Gentiles, and among all 
political kingdoms, and they were expecting 
Jesus, the Messiah, to establish such a kingdom. 
Jesus pointed out two vital differences between 
His Kingdom and the kingdoms of this world. 
(1) Discipleship in His kingdom meant Suffer- 
ing: they would have to drink of the cup 
that was going to be pressed to His lips, 
and be baptized with the same baptism that 
would come to Him. (2) Discipleship meant 
Humility and Service. In other words, the dis- 
ciple must tread the same path that his Master 
was to tread, and He came, not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 


There were several things which may have 
contributed to the false idea which these dis- 


ciples had. In the first place, the fame and 


popularity of Jesus were at their height at this 
time. Even Herod was perplexed and interested. 
He had beheaded John the Baptist, and to his 
troubled conscience it seemed that this ““wonder- 
worker” was none other than John risen from 
the dead; “and he desired to see Him.” The 
apostles, too, had returned from their ‘“Preach- 
ing and Healing Mission’ and had given a 
glowing account of their successes, even the 
devils being subject to them. He fed the five 
thousand, and this miracle had a tremendous 
effect upon the multitudes. They wanted to 
take Him by force and make Him their King. 
Surely, here was the very Messiah they were 
looking for. With His power to heal their 
diseases and feed their hungry bodies and His 
other mighty miracles, the time was ripe for 
a revolution and the overthrow of the Roman 
Government and the establishment of that King- 
dom which was the dream of Jewish patriots. 


It was necessary for Jesus to begin to correct 
some of these ideas, and teach the true meaning 
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of discipleship and the nature of the Kingdom 
of God. It was an exceedingly hard lesson for 
them to learn. In these verses from Luke we 
find Him instructing them in many different 
ways about the “Meaning of Discipleship.” 


I. Discipleship Means Cross-Bearing : 18-26. 


The Savior bore a cross before He wore the 
crown. (see Phil. 2:8,9) This disciple is not 
above His Lord; he, too, must bear a cross. Jesus 
led up to this teaching by asking them the 
Great Question, Whom do men say that I am? 
and then, the greater, and more personal ques- 
tion, Whom say ye that I am? The answer to 
the first varied with different people, some 
thinking He was Isaiah, or Jeremiah, or one 
of the prophets. Peter, spokesman for the other 
disciples, answers the second question with his 
Confession of Faith; The Christ of God. But 
Peter as we immediately see, had a very faulty 
notion of what was involved in his noble answer. 
The thought of a Suffering Savior, was abhor- 
rent to him. He could visualize a Messiah on 
a throne; the idea of the Christ on a cross 
had never entered his mind, if we can judge 
by his rebuke of Jesus, and Jesus’ reply to him. 
“Be it far from thee Lord; this shall never be 
unto thee.” Jesus tells them very plainly, the 
Son of Man must suffer, 


Then comes the natural sequence to these 
words; if the Master is to suffer, the disciple 
must suffer also; if there is to be a cross for 
Him, then there must be a/cross for each one 
of His followers. He challenges them to such 
a life in these searching words: “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and foHow me’ The “Way 
of the Cross” was His way; it must be our way. 
The natural reaction to such a~proposal would 
be, If this is the meaning of discipleship, then 
I do not “choose” to be a disciple. So Jesus 
warns them solemnly that this is the only way 
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to save their lives; to save themselves, and asks 
the question, What is a man advantaged if 
he gain the whole world and lose himself? This 
is one of the Great Questions of the Bible. He 
warns them again that to be “ashamed of Him” 
or of His words, will result in His being ashamed 
of them in that Day. The cross is indeed a 
“shameful” thing in the eyes of the world, and 
the temptation to be ashamed of a crucified 
Savior was most natural. I do not suppose that 
any of us can understand the “shock” that these 
words of Jesus must have been to the minds 
of the Twelve. They thought that they were 
on the verge of a glorious reign of an earthly 
Messiah, and He tells them of a cross and of 
His death. Instead of the rosy picture that they 
had in their minds He offers them the way of 
self-denial, of cross-bearing, of following Him 
as He went His way to persecution and a shame- 
ful death. 


II. Discipleship Means Vision : 
A Mountain-top Experience : 27-36. 


The disciples needed encouragement alter 
His “Hard Saying” in the preceding verses. 
They needed a vision of the Glory of the King- 
dom. He had told them that some of those 
standing there should not taste of death until 
they had seen the coming kingdom, so He takes 
three of the disciples, the “Inner Circle,” Peter, 
James and John, up into the Mount where 
He is transfigured before them. This vision 
made a deep and lasting impression on these 
three, and Peter speaks of it when he says, ‘““We 
were eye-witnesses of His majesty when we were 
with Him in the holy mount. (see II Peter 
1:16,17,18) His Kingdom is a Kingdom of 
Glory, but this glory comes after He has sul- 
fered and died. His kingdom of Grace, of Sal- 
vation by grace, precedes the kingdom of Glory. 


Ill. Discipleship Means Service; 
Scene in the Valley: 37-45. 


When they come down from their mountain- 
top experience, (and Peter felt that “it was good 
to be there’) they witness a most distressing 
scene in the valley. A_ grieving father had 
brought his afflicted and tormented child to 
the disciples while He was on the mountain, 
and they had failed to cast out the evil spirit. 
(see Mark and Matthew for further details) . 
Try to get this picture in your mind : the dis- 
tressed father, the poor boy, the jeering critics, 
the embarrassed disciples, ashamed of their 
failure. They ask Him privately, Why could 
we not cast him out? He tells them that it 
was lack of faith, and lack of prayer. What 
a lesson for us in this incident! We face a 
world full of afflicted fathers and boys; a ‘“wal- 
lowing world.’”” What can we do for such a 


world? We must have His power. It becomes 


available through Faith and Prayer. 
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IV. Discipleship Means Humility: 46-48. 


There arose a reasoning among them, which 
of them should be greatest. These two sins of 
self-seeking and jealousy have marred the pages 
of Church History all through the centuries. 
He that is least shall be greatest. The path of 
greatness in Christ’s kingdom is the path of 
humble, self-sacrificing service. This is the only 
way we can be great as His disciples. Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 
He takes a child to illustrate what He means. 


V. Discipleship Means Forbearance: 49-56. 


These two incidents reveal the way we should 
feel toward those “who do not follow us.” John 
tells Jesus of the man who was casting out 
devils “in His name” but “who followeth not 
with us.” He was an independent worker. He 
did not belong to the band of disciples, yet 
he was casting out devils, and doing it in the 
name of Jesus. Jesus replies to John, Forbid 
him not; for he that is not against us is for us. 
Compare this with 11:4-23. The men. in this 
latter passage were definitely ‘“‘against Jesus”; 
they were attributing His work to Beelzebub. 
The man of whom John speaks in 10:49,50 is 
not against Jesus at all. We have many “Inde- 
pendent Churches,” and “Independent workers” 
in our day. Let us not be jealous of them, or 
try to “forbid them.” If they are doing their 
work “in His name,” let us do all we can to 
help them. We need all the soldiers we can 
get in the “Army of the Lord.” 


John and James, (the “sons of thunder’) 
were very angry because when they entered a 
village of the Samaritans, they received them 
not, and they asked Jesus, Lord, wilt thou that 
we call down fire from heaven, and consume 
them? I expect we feel that way sometimes 
when we get rough treatment from the world. 
He rebuked them for such a thought; “the Son 
of Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them.” If the Church had always remem- 
bered these words! 


V. Discipleship Means Immediate Response: 
57-62. 


Immediate and Whole-hearted. Some say, “I 
will follow thee,” not realizing that they follow 
One Who had not where to lay His head. Some 
wish to delay their decision, for they have im- 
portant things to do first. Immediately, they 
arose, left all, and followed Him. This is the 
response that He must have. 


ASK OTHERS TO SUBSCRIBE 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 4 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Irs In The Budget 


Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us: O’er The Tumult” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Malachi 3:7-10 

Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised 
Otfering 

Hymn: “Saviour, Thy Dying Love’ 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROGRAM LEADER: 

(For this program you will want to have on 
hand enough copies of your new church bud- 
get - for 1956 - for all the members of your 
group. If there are no printed copies available, 
you can ask some of the members of your group 
to prepare them. The best way to get an under- 
standing of the budget for your church is to 
consult someone who had a part in preparing 
it. Why not ask the church treasurer or the 
chairman of the Board of Deacons to come to 
this meeting and speak to the young people 
about the budget. Ask him to tell you whatever 
he wants to, and to be prepared to answer your 
questions afterward. Be sure to ask how the 
amounts are determined and exactly how the 
various items are used. It might help you to 
ask for break-downs of some of the figures, If 
one item is headed “office expense,” ask just 
what office expense includes. Ask how the 
benevolent budget is determined and how many 
causes are represented in it. If it is not possible 
to get some church officer to come to your 
meeting for this program, you can prepare a list 
of questions about the budget and get the 
answers to them from some qualified officer. 
You can then read the questions and answers 
as a part of the program in place of the guest 
speaker.) 


LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 

Each year the officers of our church prepare 
a budget. It is an estimate of the amount of 
money that will be required to carry on our 
church program for a year. It is important 
for every church member to understand the 
budget. Our program for today is designed to 
give us a better understanding of the budget: 
how it is made up and the causes for which the 
money is used. An officer of our church (give 
his name and position) has agreed to discuss 
the budget with us and to answer any questions 
we may have concerning it. (If an officer could 
not be secured, explain that you have gathered 
some information about the budget which you 
will share with the members present.) ‘Then 
two of our own members will tell us something 
of the real meaning of a church budget and 
what we, as young people, can do about it. 
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First SPEAKER: 

(The church officer or one of the young per- 
sons, who will present the information concern- 
ing the budget gathered from the church 
officials.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

A church budget represents more than facts 
and figures. It stands for more than estimates 
of the financial needs of the church. It is a 
measure of our opportunity to serve Christ with 
our means. As was pointed out in our program 
last week, our money is a part of us. It is what 
we have exchanged for our time, labor, and 
skill, Our money can be used to do things for 
Christ which we cannot do ,ersonally. The 
budget of our church takes ‘the things which 
need to be done for Christ and translates them 
into ideas we can understand and into oppor- 
tunities we can meet. The budget makes pro- 
vision for preaching, teaching, worship, and fel- 
lowship in our local church. By helping to 
meet the budget we can have a share in all 
these forms of service. The budget provides 
for missions at home and abroad, for homes 
for the homeless, for help for the needy, and 
for the education of the religiously ignorant. 
It would be impossible for one person to engage 
in all these important Christian tasks, but by 
contributing toward the budget of our church 
we CAN have a part in all of them. As we 
give of our money toward the meeting of the 
church budget we are really offering ourselves 
for the service of Christ. If all people could 
see the church budget in this light, giving would 
surely cease to be a painful, grudging thing and 
would become a source of joyous Christian 
service. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


Sometimes we get the impression that the 
finances of the church are for adult considera- 
tion only. What can young people do about 
the budget, if anything. It is not our respon- 
sibility to make the budget out. It is surely 
a wise policy to leave this task in the hands 
of more experienced people. It is also obvious 
that the young people of a church will not be 
able to make sizable contributions toward the 
meeting of the budget. No church depends on 
its young people for the major part of its finan- 
cial support. Does this mean that we young 
people are to be unconcerned with the budget 
until we reach adulthood? Of course not. If 
adults are responsible for being good stewards 


PAGE 11 


ih 

PCS 
es. 
ot & 
ol 
ily 
11S 
us. 
ld & 
hn 
ul 
ot 
et 
he 
is. 
Ss 
ite 
ib. 
IS ; 
le. 
or 
ir 
to 
in 
at 
ne 
ut & 
n- 
‘I & 
w 
ie 
n- 
le 


= 


of their material possessions, we are too. The 
Lord has made it very clear that the proportion 
of giving concerns Him more than the actual 
amount, The widow who gave two mites was 
commended more than the rich men who gave 
great sums because her gift was greater in pro- 
portion to what she had. The time to form 
good habits of stewardship is while we are 
young. If we learn to give a dime out of a 
dollar now, we are far more likely to give a 
hundred out of a thousand when we are older. 
We are not bound by law to give a tithe, but 
we are bound by the love of God. If the people 
in Old Testament times could give a tenth of 
their means as an act of worship, surely that 
will be a bare minimum for us who have re- 
ceived so much in Christ. Our gifts may not 
make much impression on the treasury of the 
church, but they are very important to God. 


If we have never done so before, let each of us 


pledge to give toward the budget of our church 
as God has prospered us. We cannot render 
our full service to Christ until we do. 


Women’s Work 


$2,500 CHECK PRESENTED TO DR. Mc- 
GAUGHE Y—Members of the Board of Women’s 
Work, Presbyterian Church, U. S., present a check 
for $2,500 for travel in Europe and the Holy Land, 
to Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, retiring executive 
secretary of the Board. 


Left to right they are, Miss Louise Davidson, 
Bethesda, Md., the Board’s Chairman; Dr. Stuart 
R. Oglesby, pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Miss McGaughey; and Mrs. J. Percy 
Terrell, of Navasota, Texas, who presented the 


check on behalf of the Board. 
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Atlanta, Ga. — The resignation of Dr. Janie 
W. McGaughey as executive secretary of the 
Board of Women’s Work, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., was announced following the close of 
the annual fall meeting of the Board. Miss 
Louise Davidson of Bethesda, Md., Board 
chairman, announced that the Board had _ ac- 
cepted “with deep regret’ the resignation, ef- 
fective January 10, 1956. | 


Miss McGaughey asked that her resignation 
be accepted in order that she might have an 
opportunity for study and travel. When she 
leaves her office in the Presbyterian Center next 
January, it brings to a close 29 years’ work with 
the Board, 27 of them as executive secretary 
of the Southern Presbyterian Women’s Work. 
Under her leadership the women’s program in 
the denomination has become nationally re- 
garded as one of the most fully organized and 
advanced programs for women in American 
churches, 


In accepting the resignation, the Board of 
Women’s Work presented to Miss McGaughey 
a check for $2,500 for use in a trip to Europe 
and the Holy Land. Mrs. J]. Percy Terrell of 
Navasota, Texas, presented the check. The 
Board also announced initial plans for estab- 
lishment of the Janie McGaughey Scholarship 
Fund Foundation, for providing college scholar- 
ships for youth of the South. Mr. George B. 
Hoyt of Atlanta, Ga., in announcing the fund, 
stated that additional details will be released 
at a later date. 


No successor for Miss McGaughey has as yet 
been chosen, Miss Davidson stated. She and 
the retiring executive secretary left Saturday en 
route to Cleveland, Ohio, where they will rep- 
resent the 327,000 members of the Women of 
the Church organization which they head, at 
the Seventh National Assembly of United 
Church Women, meeting Nov. 7-10. 


Miss McGaughey, who holds a doctorate of 
religious education conterred by Southwestern 
at Memphis, is a graduate of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, Decatur, Ga., and Biblical Seminary in 
New York. She has taught in Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, Richmond, Va., and Mary Baldwin 
College, Staunton, Va., and has served as director 
of religious education for the First Presbyterian 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn. She came to her work 
with the Board as director of Spiritual Life in 
1927, and became executive secretary in 1929. 


It is Miss McGaughey’s plan to take addition- 
al studies at Biblical Seminary, and to make 
the trip to the Holy Land. Writing and teach- 
ing ambitions. lie beyond the period of study 
and travel. 
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There Is a Demand for Christmas Gospels 


“No longer do I regard Christmas as _ sea- 
sonal madness, but as the Birth of Christ for 
all men.” So said a prisoner in a State peni- 
tentiary whose only gift last Christmas was a 
small Christmas Gospel. 


This Gospel, bound in an attractively col- 
ored and appropriate Christmas cover, has been 
produced by the American Bible Society. More 
than 1,500,000 copies of this small book were 
distributed last year by church groups, and 
many individuals who wrote the Bible Society 
saying they were using the Gospels in_ place 
of the usual Christmas card greeting. 


The Bible Society, in addition to its English 
edition of the Christmas-bound Gospel of Mat- 
thew, has shipped 772,000 copies in Spanish 
for distribution by its agencies in Latin Amer- 
ica. A special edition of 25,000 copies in Korean 
have been forwarded to the Rev. Young Bin 
Im, secretary of the Korean Bible Society, for 
circulation in that country. 


Men in all parts of the world will be reading 
the Christmas Gospel this year. Chaplains, in 
the various branches of the Armed Forces, have 
ordered these little books for distribution to 
the men under their care. In line with the 
Society's program, these Gospels, as well as all 
other Scriptures, are furnished to the Armed 
Forces without charge. 

—From American Bible Society 


Thankful Living 


“Billy, where’s your Christmas dollar?” asked 
mother, as Christmas gift wrappings were being 
gathered off the floor, A crisp paper dollar 
could easily be lost among the gaily colored 
scraps of paper being pressed into the waste- 
paper basket. 


“T put it in the thank-olfering box,” was 
eight-year-old Billy’s reply. He pointed to the 
gray-green edge of a bill that could be seen 
in the coin slit of the family thank-offering box. 


“Oh, are you thankful for something special 
today?” queried mother, somewhat amazed. 


“No,” answered Billy, “but I’ve been thankful 
so many times when I didn’t have any money, 
that I just thought I’d put in my dollar for 
everything.” 

—From Stewardship Facts 
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Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes 


These are dates and places for the 1956 
‘TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS’ INSTI- 
TUTES: 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia—January 24-27, 1956. 

Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky—January 24-27, 1956. 


Arkansas-Missouri-Oklahoma Area - Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas—February 13-16, 1956. 


Columbia Seminary Area, Druid Hills Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.—March 5-8, 1956. 


Austin Seminary Area—Not yet planned. 
Leaders for these institutes include: 
Dr. Edward K. Ziegler at Union Seminary. 


Dr. R. H. Bainton and Dr. Chuck ‘Templeton 
at Louisville. 


Dr. James Sells at Druid Hills. 
Rev. Dale Madearis at Fayetteville. — 


Write for a copy of the complete program 
at each place. 


Invitations are being mailed to pastors of 
town and country churches who have been nom- 
inated by the Presbytery Executive or Church 
Extension Chairmen. If there are some pastors 
who are not nominated, and who desire to 
attend, please write to me. 


James M. Carr, Secretary 

Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta 8, Georgia. : 


King College — R. M. O’Hair of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, reported to King College in 
Bristol, Tennessee, as Director of Public Rela- 
tions on September 15: Mr. O’Hair comes to 
this position from life insurance and estate 
planning business in Charlotte where he was 
associated with his son. Mr. O’Hair is a Pres- 
byterian elder and a member of the Caldwell 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. He 
has previously been associated with the Pro- 
gram of Progress under Mr. Clarence Johnson. 


Besides the major portion of his time which 
will be spent in public relations of the College, 
it will also be part of his work to carry on 
the Nintieth Anniversary Development Pro- 
gram. This effort is at present within $120,000 
of its Million Dollar Goal. 
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of their material possessions, we are too. The 
Lord has made it very clear that the proportion 
of giving concerns Him more than the actual 
amount, The widow who gave two mites was 
commended more than the rich men who gave 
great sums because her gift was greater in pro- 
portion to what she had. The time to form 
good habits of stewardship is while we are 
young. If we learn to give-a dime out of a 
dollar now, we are far more likely to give a 
hundred out of a thousand when we are older. 
We are not bound by law to give a tithe, but 
we are bound by the love of God. If the people 
in Old Testament times could give a tenth of 
their means as an act of worship, surely that 
will be a bare minimum for us who have re- 
ceived so much in Christ. Our gifts may not 
make much impression on the treasury of the 
church, but they are very important to God. 
If we have never done so before, let each of us 
pledge to give toward the budget of our church 
as God has prospered us. We cannot render 
our full service to Christ until we do. 


Women’s Work 


$2,500 CHECK PRESENTED TO DR. Mc- 
GAUGHE Y—Members of the Board of Women’s 
Work, Presbyterian Church, U. S., present a check 
for $2,500 for travel in Europe and the Holy Land, 
to Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, retiring executive 
secretary of the Board. 


Left to right- they are, Miss Louise Davidson, 
Bethesda, Md., the Board’s Chairman; Dr. Stuart 
R. Oglesby, pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Miss McGaughey; and Mrs. J. Percy 
Terrell, of Navasota, Texas, who presented the 


check on behalf of the Board. 
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Atlanta, Ga. — The resignation of Dr. Janie 
W. McGaughey as executive secretary of the 
Board of Women’s Work, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., was ‘announced following the close of 


‘ the annual: fall meeting of the Board. Miss 


Louise Davidson of Bethesda, Md., Board 
chairman, announced that the Board had ac- 
cepted ‘“‘with deep regret” the resignation, ef- 
fective January 10, 1956. 


Miss McGaughey asked that her resignation 
be accepted in order that she might have an 
opportunity for study and travel. When she 
leaves her office in the Presbyterian Center next 
January, it brings to a close 29 years’ work with 
the Board, 27 of them as executive secretary 
of the Southern Presbyterian Women’s Work. 
Under her leadership the women’s program in 
the denomination has become nationally re- 
garded as one of the most fully organized and 
advanced programs for women in American 
churches, | 


In accepting the resignation, the Board of 
Women’s Work presented to Miss McGaughey 
a check for $2,500 for use in a trip to Europe 
and the Holy Land. Mrs. J. Percy Terrell of 
Navasota, Texas, presented the check. The 
Board also announced initial plans for estab- 
lishment of the Janie McGaughey Scholarship 
Fund Foundation, for providing college scholar- 
ships for youth of the South. Mr. George B. 
Hoyt of Atlanta, Ga., in announcing the fund, 
stated that additional details will be released 
at a later date. 


No successor for Miss McGaughey has as yet 


been chosen, Miss Davidson stated. She and 
the retiring executive secretary left Saturday en 
route to Cleveland, Ohio, where they will rep- 
resent the 327,000 members of the Women of 
the Church organization which they head, at 
the Seventh National Assembly of United 
Church Women, meeting Nov. 7-10. 


Miss McGaughey, who holds a doctorate of 
religious education conferred by Southwestern 
at Memphis, is a graduate of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, Decatur, Ga., and Biblical Seminary in 
New York. She has taught in Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, Richmond, Va., and Mary Baldwin 
College, Staunton, Va., and has served as director 
of religious education for the First Presbyterian 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn. She came to her work 
with the Board as director of Spiritual Life in 
1927, and became executive secretary in 1929. 


It is Miss McGaughey’s plan to take addition- 
al studies at Biblical Seminary, and to make 
the trip to the Holy Land. Writing and teach- 
ing ambitions lie beyond the period of study 
and travel. 
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There Is a Demand for Christmas Gospels 


“No longer do I regard Christmas as sea- 

zl madness, but as the Birth of Christ for 
allymen.”” So said a prisoner in a State peni- 
¢éntiary whose only gift last Christmas was a 
jsmall Christmas Gospel. 


This Gospel, bound in an attractively col- 
ored and appropriate Christmas cover, has been 
produced by the American Bible Society. More 
than 1,500,000 copies of this small book were 
distributed last year by church groups, and 
man\ individuals who wrote the Bible Society 
saying they were using the Gospels in place 
of the usual Christmas card greeting. | 3 


The Bible Society, in addition to its English 
edition of the Christmas-bound Gospel of Mat- 
thew, has shipped 772,000 copies in Spanish 
for distribution by its agencies in Latin Amer- 
ica. .\ special edition of 25,000 copies in Korean 
have been forwarded to the Rev. Young Bin 
Im, secretary of the Korean Bible Society, for 
circulation in that country. 


Men in all parts of the world will be reading 
the Christmas Gospel this year. Chaplains, in 
the various branches of the Armed Forces, have 
ordered these little books for distribution to 
the men under their care. In line with the 
Society's program, these Gospels, as well as all 
other Scriptures, are furnished to the Armed 
Forces without charge. 

—From American Bible Society 


Thankful Living 


“Billy, where’s your Christmas dollar?’ asked 
mother, as Christmas gift wrappings were being 
gathered off the floor. A crisp paper dollar 
could easily be lost among the gaily colored 
scraps of paper being pressed into the waste- 
paper basket. 


“T put it in the thank-offering box,” was. 
eight-year-old Billy’s reply. He pointed to the 
gray-green edge of a bill that could be seen 
i the coin slit of the family thank-offering box. 


“Oh, are you thankful for something special 
today: queried mother, somewhat amazed. 


“No,” answered Billy, “but I’ve been thankful 
so many times when I didn’t have any money, 
that I just thought I’d put in my dollar for 
everything.” 7 
—From Stewardship Facts 
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Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes 


These are dates and places for the 1956 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PASTORS’ INSTI- 
TUTES: 


Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia—January 24-27, 1956. 


Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky—January 24-27, 1956. 


Arkansas-Missouri-Oklahoma Area - Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas—February 13-16, 1956. 


Columbia Seminary Area, Druid Hills Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.—March 5-8, 1956. 


Austin Seminary Area—Not yet planned. 
Leaders for these institutes include: 
Dr. Edward K. Ziegler at Union Seminary. 


Dr. R. H. Bainton and Dr. Chuck Templeton 
at Louisville. 


Dr. James Sells at Druid Hills. 
Rev. Dale Madearis at Fayetteville. 


Write for a copy of the complete program 


each place. 


Invitations are being mailed to pastors of 


town and country churches who have been nom- 


inated by the Presbytery Executive or Church 
Extension Chairmen. If there are some pastors 
who are not nominated, and who desire to 
attend, please write to me. 


James M. Carr, Secretary ) 

Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta 8, Georgia. 


King College — R. M. O’Hair of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, reported to King College in 
Bristol, Tennessee, as Director of Public Rela- 
tions on September 15. Mr. O’Hair comes to 
this position from life insurance and estate 
planning business in Charlotte where he was 
associated with his son. Mr. O’Hair is a Pres- 
byterian elder and a member of the Caldwell 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. He 
has previously been associated with the Pro- 
gram of Progress under Mr. Clarence Johnson. 


Besides the major portion of his time which 
will be spent in public relations of the College, 
it will also be part of his work to carry on 
the Nintieth Anniversary Development Pro- 
gram. This effort is at present within $120,000 


of its Million Dollar Goal. 
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Full and First — This photograph, includ- 
ing every member of a major board of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., was the first taken of 
the first meeting in the just-completed Board 
Room of the Presbyterian Center, Atlanta. The 
room, located in the building which houses the 
offices of the Board of Church Extension, will 
serve all Church boards meeting in Atlanta. 


It is a rare thing when 100% of any large 
board for the Church, made up of many busy 
people from throughout the South, can attend 
a meeting, yet all members of the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief were present for the fall meet- 
ing held in October. The members are, left 
to right, seated: : 


Dr. Alton H. Glasure, pastor First Church, 
St. Petersburg, Fla.; John O. Carter, retired 
insurance executive of Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
Linton E. Allen, chairman of the board of First 
National Bank, Orlando, Fla.; C. W. Bailey, 
president of First National Bank, Clarksville, 
Tenn., and past president of American Bankers’ 
Association; Miss Miriam Schmidt, secretary to 
law firm of San Antonio, Texas; Dr. Wm. A. 
Benfield, pastor of Highland Church, Louis- 
ville, Ky., and chairman of the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief; and Dr. George H. Vick, 
pastor First Church, Charleston, W. Va., and 
vice-chairman of the board. 


PAGE 14 


Standing, left to right: Turner Rice, vice- 
president, Birmingham ‘Trust Co.; Philip F. 
Howerton, executive of Connecticut Mutual 
Life, Charlotte, N. C.; Dr. Wm. E. Phifer, Jr., 
pastor of Central Church, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Jack L. Oliver, attorney of Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.; Dr. E. G. Lilly, pastor First Church, Harts- 
ville, S. C.; Dr. C. Grier Davis, pastor First 
Church, Asheville, N. C.; Curtis Morris, man- 
ager of the Washington, D. C., offices of Ameri- 
can Gas Association; Dr. John R. Richardson, 
pastor of Westminster Church, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Will Mann Richardson, attorney of Tyler, 
Texas; Dr. J. M. Walker, Jr., pastor of Roanoke 
Rapids (N.C.) Church; and Dr. L. N. Turk, 
surgeon of Atlanta. 


Birmingham, Ala. — Rev. Glenn M. Willard 
of Newport, Ark., will take over his new duties 
November 15 as pastor of Vine Street Church, 
succeeding Rev. Archie C. Smith who has joined 
the Office of the General Assembly in Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Mr. Willard has been serving as pastor of 
First Church, Newport, for the past three years. 
Prior to that he held a pastorate at Palmyra, 
Mo. He is a graduate of Arkansas College and 
Austin Theological Seminary. He spent nearly 
three years with the Air Force in the Panama 
Canal Zone during the war. 
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Dr. Henry M. Brimm, former Clinton resi- 
dent and now one of the nation’s outstanding 
librarians, is shown here receiving the Alumni 


Gold P Award as Presbyterian College’s 
alumnus-of-the-year for 1955. It is being pre- 
sented to him by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, 
executive-secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education for the Presbyterian Church US, who 
is also a PC alumnus. This presentation, at 
Presbyterian College’s recent homecoming 
luncheon, was made to Dr. Brimm for his work 
as librarian at Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Va. 


Birmingham, Ala. — Foundation work has 
been started on a three-story brick structure at 
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church here, in 
preparation for a new $100,000 educational unit 
of the church, Dr. J. H. McCain is pastor of 
Shades Valley Church. Julian I. Boriss is chair- 
man of the building committee. 


Jacksonville, Fla. — Dr. J. McDowell Rich- 
ards, moderator of the General Assembly and 


president of Columbia Theological Seminary in. 


Decatur, Ga., told the Men of the Church of 
the Synod of Florida, that he is confident of 
the eventual downfall of Communism because 
of its denial of God and its disregard of moral 
laws. Dr. Richards was principal speaker when 
the Florida men met here October 30. 


Said Dr. Richards, “These days, there is a 
new interest in religion and the church. This 
can be accounted for in part as a consequence 
of the uncertain times in which we are living. 
Men are becoming ever more conscious of the 
heed for the assistance of God, rather than trust- 
ing to their own abilities . . . Our God is the 
God of the scientist, the God of the historians, 
and the God of the Scriptures,” 
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The moderator cited the disintegration and 
collapse of ancient empires as a result of the 
disregard of moral laws and the disbelief in 
the reality of God. “I maintain with confidence 
that Communism is doomed to the same col- 
lapse,” declared Dr. Richards. 


M. Elmer Taylor of Jacksonville was elected 
president of the men of the Synod of Florida 
and Dave M. Parker, also of Jacksonville, was 
elected as the group’s secretary. 


Atlanta, Ga. — The Rev. Kirk N. Nesbit, 
former minister at Matthews, N. C., recently 
was installed as the new Presbyterian minister 
to students at Georgia Tech at Atlanta. 


Installation services took place October 23 
at North Avenue Church, with Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards delivering the installation sermon. 


The Rev. Mr. Nesbit is a graduate of Georgia 
Tech and Columbia Theological Seminary. As 
the new director of student work he will direct 
an expanded program for Tech students. On 
Sundays Mr. Nesbit will teach a student Bible 
class at North Avenue Church. 


Atlanta, Ga. — Rev. George W. Hayward, 
pastor of Grace Covenant Church in Orlando, 
Fla., began duties as pastor of the Georgia Ave- 
nue Church, Atlanta, on November 1. Mr. Hay- 
ward is a graduate of Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, S. C., and Columbia Seminary in 
Decatur, Ga. His other pastorate since his 
graduation has been Tryon, N. C. 


Mr. Hayward succeeds Rev. J. Edward Bates 
who accepted a church in Savannah some time 
ago. Dr. Cecil Thompson of Columbia Sem- 
inary has been serving as supply pastor at 
Georgia Avenue. 
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Atlanta, Ga. — A new Presbyterian church, 
to serve Atlanta’s Medlock area, was officially 
approved October 13 at a meeting of the six- 
man commission appointed by Atlanta Pres- 
bytery. About 45 of the original 88 petitioners 
gathered with members of the commission. ‘The 
88 persons will become charter members of the 
church, which is being sponsored by Atlanta 
Presbytery’s Committee of Church Extension; 
however the commission set December 4 as 
final date for charter membership. Regular 
services began Sunday, November 6, and will be 
held temporarily in a school building in the 
area. 


Atlanta, Ga. — Several thousand women 
from the Atlanta area attended the 49th annual 
session of the Women of the Church, Atlanta 
Presbytery, when it was held October 26 at First 
Church here. Speakers included Dr. J. McDow- 
ell Richards, moderator of the General Assem- 
bly and president of Columbia Seminary in 
Decatur; Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, president 
of the Assembly’s Training School at Richmond; 
and Raymond Turpin, elder and chairman of 
the Atlanta Presbyterian Plan, a plan for church 
extension being carried out by laymen in this 
area. Dr. Richards spoke on the subject, “A 
Woman's Stewardship of Life.” At the close of 
the session a communion service was conducted 
by the host pastors, Dr. Harry A. Fifield and 
Rev. W. I. Howell. 


Mrs. James K. Fancher of Atlanta, presided 
over all of the sessions. 


Decatur, Ga. — Searcy B. Slack, Jr., and 
Robert N. Hall were ordained elders at an 
organizational meeting of the new North 
Decatur Presbyterian Church on October 30. 
Richard B. Ellin, also elected elder in the newly 
formed church, will be ordained later. Dr. J. 
Davisen Philips, pastor at Decatur Church, 
spoke at the organizational meeting. The first 
regular service will be held November 6 at 
Medlock School, with Dr. F. C. Talmage, sec- 
retary of church extension for Atlanta Presby- 
tery, conducting the initial service. The new 
congregation is composed of approximately 88 
persons. 


Decatur, Ga. — November 1 marked Home- 
coming Day at Columbia Theological Seminary 
with alumni and students of the seminary at- 
tending a special program arranged for the oc- 
casion. 


A memorial service for the late Dr. Edgar H. 
Kerr of the school’s faculty began the day’s ac- 
tivities. Dr. Stuart Oglesby, pastor of Central 
Church, Atlanta; Dr. J. Davison Philips, pastor 
at Decatur Church; Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
president of the seminary; and Plato Hender- 
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son of the seminary staff were speakers at the 
memorial service. 

The afternoon program included an address 
by Methodist Bishop Arthur J. Moore. Bishop 
Moore delivered a series of speeches through- 
out the week as part of the annual Smythe Lec- 
tures given at Columbia Seminary . 

Five new professors at the institution spoke 
at the evening’s session. 


Baton Rouge, La. — Governor Robert F. 
Kennon has announced Institutions Week in 
Louisiana and invited all the clergy of the State 
to be his guests at the formal dedication of the 
new $8 million penitentiary at Angola on No- 
vember 28. 


The penitentiary at Angola, once called 
‘America’s Worst Prison,” is being completely 
replaced by a modern structure. Along with 
the new facilities, there has been the elimina- 
tion of corporal punishment and the institution 
of a vigorous rehabilitation program. 

“TI know this work is close to the hearts of 
the clergy of Louisiana, and I hope the clergy 
will do everything in their power in the years 
to come to see that Angola never returns to 
the brutal conditions of the past,” Governor 
Kennon said. 

Included in the activities of Institutions Week 
will be Open House at each of the State insti- 
tutions, the proclamation of Institutions Day as 
Sunday, December 4, and special services in 
many churches in the State. 

Dr. Edward D. Grant, director of the Louis- 
iana Department of Institutions, said, “There 
is no department of the State as close to the 
ministry and clergy who once operated all of 
the hospitals in the State. And churchmen have 
remained close to the people in our hospitals, 
the men in our prison and the children in our 
correctional schools. We also want the clergy 
to meet our employees and staff who are doing 
such a fine and worthwhile work in caring for 
those most in need of help.” 


New Orleans, La. — Two Presbyterian men’s 
groups in New Orleans, at their regular meet- 
ings here October 24 and 25 heard Walter 
Shepard, missionary to the Belgian Congo. Mr. 
Shepard addressed the men of St. Charles Ave- 
nue and Napoleon Avenue churches. He 1s 4 
member of the latter church. 

The educational-industrial missionary, a lay- 
man, is now on furlough from his work 4 
Lubondai, Belgian Congo, where he has served 
since 1947. At Lubondai Mr. Shepard was prt 
cipal, teacher and property manager at Central 
School for Missionaries’ children. 

Mr. Shepard, his wife, the former Miss Caro 
lyn Flagg of Gulfport, Miss., and their three 
children will make their home in Long Beach, 
Miss., until they return to the Congo next June. 
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New Orleans, La. — Harry Maxfield was 
named president of the New Orleans Presbytery 
Laymen’s Association, succeeding John Myers, 
when the group met at St. Charles Avenue Pres- 
bvterian Church on October 21. 


Other officers elected by the organization 
were Henry Voss, first vice-president; Hayward 
Smith, second vice-president; Arthur Mueller, 
third vice-president; James S. Mason, treasurer; 
and Henry Litt, secretary. 


Speaker for the annual’business meeting and 
rally of the men was Dr. D. J. Cumming, edu- 
cational secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, Nashville, Tenn. He reported on his re- 
cent three-months visit to Presbyterian mission 
stations in Brazil, Belgian Congo, and Portugal. 
Dr. Cumming said the Church in those areas 
has reached the status of a “sister church, rather 
than a daughter church,” that the “fine ground- 
work” laid by missionaries in ‘those areas and 
the capable native leadership have developed 


missions to the degree that they can largely © 


stand now as a fullfledged independent church. 


Cleveland, Miss. — The 46th annual session 
of the Women of the Church, North Mississippi 
Presbytery, was held at the First Presbyterian 
Church here October 24-25. Preceding the open- 
ing session, there was a meeting of the executive 
board, presided over by Mrs. C. L. Hendrix of 
Charleston, president of the presbytery. Dr. R. 
A. Bolling of Cleveland, officiated at a Com- 
munion Service which began the _ presbytery 
meeting. 

The main message October 24 was delivered 
by Dr. Kelly Unger, former missionary to Korea, 
and on October 25, by Mrs. R. A. Bolling, 
synodical president. Mrs. Bolling spoke on the 
topic, “Women Today - Forward With Christ.” 


Meridian, Miss. — The 44th annual session 
of the Women of the Church of Meridian Pres- 
bytery met here October 18 and 19 at the First 
Presbyterian Church. Speakers on the two-day 
program included Rev. John Reed Miller, pas- 
tor of First Church, Jackson; Rev. J. Kelly 
Unger, pastor of the host church; Mrs. Richard 
A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., president of the 
women of the Synod of Mississippi; Rev. L. A. 
Beckman, Ellisville; chairman of Women’s Work 
lor Meridian Presbytery; Mrs. W. S. Dennis, 
Jr., Atlanta, Ga., a member of the Board of 
Mission Haven, furlough home in Decatur, Ga., 
for missionaries; and Rev. William Sistar, Co- 
lumbus, Miss., superintendent of Palmer Home, 
Presbyterian Orphanage at Columbus. 


Charlotte, N. C. — Dr. Edwin R. Walker, 
president of Queens College, Charlotte, spoke 
before the North Carolina Association of Deans 
of Women, which met October 29 at Queens 


College. 
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At the gathering of university and college 


deans, President Walker outlined plans for his 


own school’s academic program, stressing es- 
pecially a contemplated change in the program. 
“The main purpose,” he said, “would be to 
keep clear the fact that the main emphasis of 
a college is intellectual growth and discipline.” 
Dr. Walker emphasized that the proposed 
change would involve removing avocational in- 
terests, such as physical education, from the 
main curriculum. Students would continue to 
take part in these activities without credit, and 
the number of credits required for a degree 
would be reduced. 


Dunn, N. C. — Several hundred young 
adults from Fayetteville Presbytery gathered for 
their annual Fall Rally Sunday, October 30, at 
Dunn Presbyterian Church. Ken Garner of Fay- 
etteville, president of the organization, presided 
over the Rally. 


Bill Cunningham is president of the church’s 
Covenant Class which was host for the occasion.. 
Rev. Leslie Tucker is pastor of the host church. 


Statesville, N. C. — Charles E. Mills, 93, re- 
tired merchant in Statesville, and church, civic 
and musical leader, died October 13 after an 
illness of one week. 


Mr. Mills directed the choir at the First 
Presbyterian Church for fifty years and was 
responsible for bringing the first pipe organ to 
Statesville. He was the composer of numerous 
hymns used in Protestant churches. In 1950 he 
received the award of the year by the North Caro- 
lina Federation of Music Clubs for various 
hymns he had written, and in 1953 he was 
awarded an honorary membership in the Na- 
tional Federation of Music Clubs. He was instru- 
mental in organizing the MacDowell Music 
Club and was the last surviving charter mem- 
ber. 


Memphis, Tenn. — Funeral services for Miss 
Lelia Griffin Kirtland, Presbyterian missionary 
to Japan, were held October 12 at Black Moun- 
tain, N. C., where she died October 11. Addi- 
tional services were conducted in Memphis Oc- 
tober 13 by Rev. R. S. Hough, pastor of First 
Church, Memphis, where Miss Kirtland was a 
member. | 


Jackson, Tenn. — Five projects fot 1956 
were adopted here by the Men’s Council of 
the Synod of Tennessee before members ad- 
journed their semi-annual meeting on October 
22. 


Through these five projects, the Men’s Coun- 
cil plans to: (1) Urge men to serve as coun- 
selors at young people’s conferences; (2) Rec- 
ommend that men serve as teachers in the chil- 
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dren’s department of the Sunday School; (3) 
Give full support to the School for Leaders 
held at MaCoMe each summer; (4) Stress Chris- 
tian Family Life in 1956, which is the emphasis 
in the Forward with Christ Movement of the 
Church; and (5) Encourage all men to read 
some portion of the Bible daily. 

Jim Jackson, of Memphis, Tenn., president 
of the Tennessee men, presented his annual 
report, and Duncan Currey, Nashville, the 
group’s president-elect, gave plans for the year 
ahead. He assumes office on January I. 

Included in the, report on Christian Educa- 
tion, presented by Rev. O. G. Henry, regional 
director for the synod, was an announcement of 
numerous institutes to be held over the Synod 
of Tennessee during November. | 


Clinton, S. C. — Former Secretary of State 
James F. Byrnes, speaking at the 75th anniver- 
sary convocation of Presbyterian College, Oc- 
tober 15, said that “the change in Soviet atti- 
tude is merely a change of Soviet tactics and 
not an abandonment of their principles.” 

The South Carolinian urged Americans to 
“be realistic as to the lasting success of any 
meetings for disarmament or Soviet fulfillment 


_ of agreements to preserve peace.” 


He called the Russian change ‘exceedingly 
wise.” “We should accept every invitation to 
confer with the Soviets,” said Byrnes. “We 
should continue to advocate the reduction of 
armaments by all nations. But we must pro- 
vide for adequate international inspection,” de- 
clared the speaker. 


“Pessimistic as I may seem, I am not without 
hope,” Byrnes said. “I place my hope in the 
people of Russia—not the government of Rus- 
sia." He cited America’s tremendous military 
power,” along with West Europe’s military might 
and a re-armed Germany, as reasons for the 
present attitude of Russia. The speaker indi- 
cated his belief that Russia’s change in strategy 
will force the Soviet government to raise the 
Iron Curtain to some degree. 


Referring to the economic status in the United 
States, Byrnes said that “we would be justified 
in believing that today people are prosperous” 
. . . but “our prosperity is a false prosperity. 
Sound prosperity is based upon peace.” 


Clinton, S. C. — Dr. S. J. Patterson, director 
of Men’s Work for the General Assembly, was 
guest speaker at the Fall Rally of the men of 
South Carolina ‘Presbytery. The presbytery met 
at Thornwell Orphanage here Sunday afternoon, 
October 30. 

Dr. Patterson has just returned from a tour 
of Presbyterian missions in Brazil and the Bel- 
gian Congo and from a visit to Germany and 
England. 
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THE DEFENSE OF THE FAITH. By Cornelius 


‘Van Til. The Presbyterian and Reformed Pub- 


lishing.Co. $4.95. 


We certainly welcome this first exhaustive 
presentation of the apologetics of Dr. Van Til. 


As the Professor of Apologetics at Westminster 


Theological Seminary, he is the author of sev- 
eral works in his field and an outspoken critic 
of the neo-orthodox theology of Karl Barth and 
Emil Brunner. But THE DEFENSE OF THE 
FAITH is his first complete treatment of the 
principles and method of a Reformed apolo- 
getics. | 


This book is immediately of interest for 
two reasons. First, we have been waiting for 
Dr. Van Til to publish a larger, more complete 
book of which his earlier articles on ‘Defending 
the Faith” in Torch and Trumpet were an in- 
viting sample. Secondly, we were desirous of 
seeing how he would answer his numerous 
critics, particularly on the subject of common 
grace. This book does answer the critics, but 
its primary purpose is “to set forth, in broad 
outline, a method of defending Christianity 
which is consistent with the nature of Chris- 
tianity.”’ 


Van Til defends the historic Christian faith 
without reserve. He stands in the line of Kuy- 
per, Bavinck, and Warfield and claims to rep- 
resent only generic or historic Calvinism and 
a methodology that rests upon the Reformers. 
The body of his book presents the groundwork 
of the Christian approach to the problems of 
reality, knowledge, behavior, point of contact, 
method, authority, and common grace. The 
philosophy upon which the answers he gives are 
based is seen to be consistent with a most pro- 
nounced form of Calvinistic theology. 


Some of the major thoughts in the develop- 
ment of his apologetics can be broadly out- 
lined: 


1. Our theism, as well as our Christianity, 
comes from the Bible, and “the whole claim 
of Christian theism is in question in any de- 
bate about any fact.” 


2. The entological Trinity is the presupposi- 
tion of all human predication. 


3. The Creator-creature distinction is funda- 
mental as Christianity’s principle of discon- 
tinuity. God’s being is ultimate, whereas created 
being is derivative. 


4, Christianity is bound to have a theocentric 
interpretation of reality, ie., “The whole of 
man’s own immediate environment as well as 
man himself is already interpreted by God.’ 
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5. There are two levels of thought, God’s and 


man’s; man must. analogically think God’s 
thoughts after Him. We know the world truly, 
but not comprehensively. 


6. Apologetics must take into consideration 
that the entrance of sin into the world affects 
the consciousness of fallen man. There are, 
therefore, three types of human consciousness 
that must be recognized by apologetical argu- 
ment: the Adamic consciousness, the non-re- 
generate consciousness, and the regenerate con- 
sciousness. 


7. The absolute, self-determinative will of 
God is the presupposition of the will of man 
within the ultimate personalism of Christianity. 


8. The point of contact in apologetics is 
man’s unavoidable sense of God’s deity. Man’s 
mind being derivative, instead of ultimate or 
self sufficient, it cannot be conscious of itself 
without being conscious of its creatureliness. 
“Every man is made in the image of God and 
has impressed upon him the law of God.” 


9. The assumption of autonomy or ultimacy 
on the part of man is due to sin. 


10. The Calvinist accepts the _ essential 
perspicuity of natural as well as Biblical revela- 
tion, and he will “seek his point of contact with 
the natural man in that which is beneath the 
threshold of his working consciousness, in the 
sense of deity which he seeks to suppress.” 


ll. The Reformed apologist cannot seek a 
point of contact with the systems constructed 
by nonChristian presuppositions: “If there is 
no head-on collision with the systems of the 
natural man there will be no point of contact 
with the sense of deity in the natural man.” 
(This last point is not always perceived by 
Roman Catholicism and_ inconsistent Evan- 
gelicals.) 


12. Apologetical reasoning is confronted with 
the same dilemma as is preaching; it takes the 
Holy Spirit to open the eyes of the non-Chris- 
tian, but unless he accepts the interpretations 


of Christianity there is no coherence in human . 


experience. 


13. Only in Reformed thought, with its in- 
sistence on the providence of God and His 
common grace, is there any unity of science. 
All men, therefore, have all things in common 
metaphysically and psychologically, but epis- 
temologically the natural man (in principle) has 
nothing in common with the Christian, God’s 
grace is manifest in the fact that His Spirit 
continues to strive with men that they might 
lorsake their evil ways. 


The conclusion is that “the Christian-theistic 
position must be shown to be not as defensible 


4s some other position; it must rather be shown | 
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to be the position which alone does not annihi- 
late intelligent human experience.” 


It should be stated that much of this book is 
made up of sections from his unpublished class 
syllabi. We are grateful for the reprinting of 
his apologetics articles from the Torch and 
Trumpet periodical. This book will not in 
every place make easy reading for the layman. 


But it will help the Christian scholar to find: 


a groundwork upon which the structure of his 
thought and research may be based. It will 
enable the intelligent student to see wherein 
non-Christian presuppositions have entered into 
his thinking to the detriment of the Gospel. 
Van Til is at once an exponent of orthodox 
Christianity and a critic of its inconsistent 
counterfeits. 


If Van Til has not fully answered those who 
criticize his position, we believe that he has 
undoubtedly defended himself against the 
charges of idealism, rationalism, existentialism, 
and pantheism. This book is certainly a stim- 
ulant to those within the Reformed Faith who 
seek to give an answer for the hope that is 
within them. 

—Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 


THE Bic SEARCH. Andrew Edington. Pageant 
Press Inc. $2.50. 


Most theological books are written for 
theologians. This one is written to interest the 
layman in broadening his scope of theology. 
It raises important theological questions and, 
though the answers are not exhaustive, they 
indicate that the problems raised have convinc- 


ing answers. The author begins by affirming | 


his belief in the Bible as the Word of God. 
He sees no reason to question the deity of Christ 
merely because we cannot understand all of the 
facets of His personality. He is a strong believer 
in the sovereignty of God. He believes that 
Christians should possess an inquiring mind, 
but mental freedom is licensed to operate only 
within the comforting bounds of the deity of 
Christ, the inspiration of the Bible, and the 
sovereignty of God. 


One of the most interesting chapters is on 
the subject, “Who then shall be saved?” The 
author’s conclusion is, “I do believe, that man 
to be saved, must believe in Jesus Christ and 
he must profess that belief before men; but 
he must convince God, Himself, of the validity 
of that profession.” 


This little volume is worthy of a wide circu- 
lation. We hope a second edition of this book 
will be required and when the author revises 
it, he will substitute “His” for “its” in reference 
to the Holy Spirit on page 15. —J.R.R. 
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